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Abstract 

In the eighth century (728 CE), Tibetan King Trisong Deutsen (756-97) invited nine traditional doctors 

from neighboring regions of India, Kashmir, Tang, Persia, Drugu, East Turkestan, Mongolia, Dolpo 

and Nepal for his medical treatment, that later assembled into the first International Medical 

Symposium in Samye, the original capital of Tibet. Based on the output of the conference and 

further development, the book entitled “The Four Medical Tantras” published in twelfth century, 

marked the formation of Tibetan medical theory, and is generally studied in whole or part by 

practitioners of their medical training, serving as the manifestation of the school of Tibetan medicine. 

At that time, Tibet was the major cultural, political, and military force in Central and Inner Asia, and 

medicine was indeed a major object of domination. The Tibetan medicine is the science or art of 

healing assembled with a wide variety of medicinal and aromatic plants, animal part, minerals, and 

the knowledge on their medical functions, Buddhist practices on healing, Amchis, monks from eighth 

century. The establishment of the Tibetan medicine, and its maintain and dissemination, required 

continuous labouring to channel the network, cultural, political and economic, and in return, 

conditioned by them. The web of ever-changing trading paths that have been sensitive to 

geopolitical tensions, regulative systems on border control and economic calculations. Here, we 

argue how the territorial of Tibetan medicine extended through networks, medicinal, Buddhism, war 

and trade. We explore the tentative reflections on the identity, assembling and dissembling of 

Tibetan medicine an assemblage of heterogeneous components, encountered ecological, economic, 

trading, technological, political, ritual, religious, social, medical and knowledge systems, as well as 

from localized currents of tradition filtered through individual agency and daily practice, following 

multiple trajectories over different historical periods and via widely varying routes.  
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